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their favor to delay a c ase for as l o n g as t hey can .
Someone mentioned to me that one insurance company had been
deleted or was going to be deleted, I don't know which, from
the bill. I believe it is Blue Cross an d B l u e S h i e l d . And
I wanted to know why. And I found out they are not what we
call an insurance company per se. Th ey a r e a se rv i c e
company. I had always thought that w hen my husband a n d I
paid our insurance premiums to Blue Cross a nd Blue Sh i e l d ,
they got the money and then they paid the claims. But I
understand all they do is audit the c laims f or t he
hospitals. They go over the hospi ta l bi l l s a n d t h e y c h a r ge
the hospitals two percent and then t hey pay i t . I t i s ki n d
of like the merchant that pays Visa four or five percent for
the privilege of charging and then Visa bills the purchaser.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HIGGINS: And that is my understanding o f why t h e y
have been taken out of this bill. But I can see no logical
reason to bracket a bill that's only intent is to try to
hurry up and make fast settlement so that the little man,
the middle income man, who can't afford to wait and yet
insurance companies can afford to wait , t i l l t hey b re a k h i m
down to where h e w i l l set t l e for anything. And that is why
I am strongly for this bill. This is bill again that will
work only for big business, that takes advantage of the
middle i n c o me, t h e l ow i nc o me, and it has no justification
whatsoever t o b e b r acke t e d or k i l l e d . And I wo u l d r em i n d
you agai n t h e t en t a l l e st bu i l d i ng s and bi gges t b u i l d i n g s i n
the United States are owned by insurance c ompanies . W h e r e
do you think they got the money? They got it from the
little guy who they broke his back when he could afford to
wait no longer and settle for half of what was fair.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time is up.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR B E UTLER: M r. Speake r and memb e r s o f t h e
Legis l a t u r e , I can t h i nk of n o good r e ason f or b r ac k e t i n g
the bill. I t seems to me that in a ver y r ea l sen se t h e
lobbyists on behalf of the insurance companies are employing
the same techniques that the claims department o f t h e
insurance companies a r e u sing, d e l ay , d e l a y , d e la y as long
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